Concerning Your
Treatment:

Thank you for your attention
during our consultation.  We hope that
your trealment options have been satis-
lactorily explained. My staff and [ have
prepared this summary so that you will
have it as a reference when you return
home. It may also help you explain our
services to someone else.

Endodontic. or root canal therapy, is
a specialized dental procedure performed
to safely and comfortably retain your
tooth. An endodontically treated, well-
restored tooth is vastly superior to the
best artificial replacement. Financially, it
is usually more advantageous to retain a
tooth than to have it extracted and a
replacement made. If a tooth is extract-
ed and not replaced. there are disadvan-
tages of reduced chewing ability. shifting
of teeth and increased susceptibility to
periodontal disease.

A root canal is necessary when the
pulp in the center of the tooth is dam-
aged. inflamed or infected. This can
occur with tooth fracture, decay or from
pulp tissue damage from large fillings.
When infected pulp tissue is removed,
healing can occur. Left untreated, pus
builds up at the root tip forming an
abscess that can destroy the supporting
bone that surrounds the tooth.

Some people refer to the pulp as the
nerve of the tooth. However. since much
more is present than nerve tissue (blood
and lymph vessels, for example) pulp is a
more accurate term. Unfortunately, pulp
tissue has a very poor ability to heal after
injury. So the choice is either to remove
the tooth or remove the pulp and retain
the tooth.

In order to treat the inside of the
tooth. we will make an opening in the bit-

ing surface. This opening enables us to

clean, shape .uxd seal the inside. A rub-
ber dam, which Is similar to a surgical

d over the tooth during
treatment to keep saliva out of the tooth
and materials out of your mouth.
Endodontic ticatment is usually accom-

plished in onc to three appointments.

Through 100t canal therapy. we indi-
rectly treat the bone at the tip of the root.
We do so by lreating the canal space,
effectively isolaling the canal from the
bone.

Although root canal therapy has a
very high degiee of success, it is still a
biological procedure, so it cannot be
guaranteed. Success of endodontic treat-
ment depernds on the health of the

patient and the ability of one’s body to
repair damape.  Occasionally, a tooth
which has had root canal therapy may
require retrcalment, surgery or even
extraction.

Some temporary discomfort follow-
ing treatment {8 not unusual. When
there has been previous discomfort or
infection, it is sometimes necessary to
use medications to provide relief. We will
do all that we can to make your visits
comfortable and to return your tooth -
and you - to a state of health.

Only rool canal treatments and
internal tooth huild-ups are performed in
our office. A permanent restoration (fill-
ing. cap. crown) will be done by your reg-
ular dentist.

If you have any questions regarding
your treatment, please ask. You will find
that your treatment is prompt: it is our
office policy 1o stay on schedule.

However. unloreseen emergency cases
arise in which the relief of pain for some-
one else becomes of utmost importance.

This may causc a delay and we appreci-
ate your understanding.

We can be rcached, 24 hours a day at
(281) 316-2411. Thank you.
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